Antique Edison Phonograph Models 


intertique 


Part 2. Antique Edison Phonograph Model 
Identification 


(Outside horn machines) 


Every author likes to see the words comprehensive and authoritative 
used in describing his efforts. |, on the other hand, would like to plead 
that this effort is neither comprehensive nor authoritative. | am going to 
show you mugshots of the usual suspects, what you're most likely to 
find, and help you identify them. You may well run into some rare 
model that's not depicted; if so, just remember that this is the only 
guide on the internet to antique Edison phonographs that flouts the 
claim that it is not comprehensive and authoritative. 


Edison came up with a name for each model, and then labelled 
significant changes sequentially, starting with the letter A. So the first 
of the Fireside models would be a Model A Fireside, one of the last of 
the Standards would be a Model E Standard, and so on. I'm not going 
to show you all the changes; the goal here is to show you enough to 
identify your machine as a Standard, and not as something else. 


Before we continue, a word again about reproducers. That's the 
soundbox, the assembly that contains the stylus and diaphram and 
amplifies the noise from the record. Don't confuse the model of the 
reproducer with the model of the machine. The reproducer may be 
stamped something like Model C or Model H or Model K. A Model C is 
a two-minute reproducer, a Model H is a four-minute reproducer, and 
a Model K is a two and four minute reproducer; this is all the stamping 
means. 


Here's a short list , along with an estimate of rarity. I'm not going to 
give you prices; if you want to know why, read this tutorial. However, 
you should be aware that weird variations in common machines can 
bump up the values. 

Common: 

Edison Standard Phonograph 

Edison Home Phonograph 

Edison Gem Phonograph 

Slightly scarcer, but still common 


Edison Fireside Phonograph 
Edison Triumph Phonograph 


Rarer 


Edison Concert Phonograph 
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Edison Opera Phonograph 


Rarer still 


Edison Class M and Edison Electrics 
Edison Idealia 


On to the machines: 


EDISON STANDARD PHONOGRAPH 


2 clip suitcase version 


Single spring motor. 

The first version had a boxy case with suitcase type clips. 

The new style case of 1901 was in a green oak case with banner 
decal. 

Later versions came in a golden oak case. 


EDISON HOME PHONOGRAPH 


Version ca 1904-1909 


Single spring motor. 
First version came in a case with red banner on the lid and suitcase 


type clips. 
New style case of 1901 had a green oak case with banner decal. 
Later versions were in a slightly smaller, golden oak case. 


EDISON TRIUMPH PHONOGRAPH 


http://www.intertique.com/EdisonPhonographModels. html | 7/20/2007 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2023 with funding from 
Amateur Radio Digital Communications, Grant 151 


https://archive.org/details/edisonohonographOOunse 


Antique Edison Phonograph Models Page 3 of 5 


nnn allman 
Raised panel, mahogany. Most were 
oak. Top of Model B Triumph 


Triple spring motor. 
Model A Triumph sat in a boxy case with banner decal. 
Later versions sit in a raised panel case. 


EDISON GEM PHONOGRAPH 


Maroon Gem 


First version had no lid and a metal drip pan as a base. 

Subsequent versions had a lid and wooden base. 

Model D known as Maroon Gem, had maroon paint and special baby 
morning glory maroon horn. 


EDISON FIRESIDE PHONOGRAPH 


Model B Fireside (decal removed) 


Originally intended as a replacement machine for the Standard, 
http://www. intertique.com/EdisonPhonographModels.html 7/20/2007 
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although sold concurrent with the Standard. Shares the Standard 
motor. 

Model A was combination machine. 

Model B was straight four minute. 

Special horns required, usually baby maroon morning glory horn for 
the Model A Fireside, and cygnet horn for the Model B Fireside. 


EDISON CONCERT PHONOGRAPH 


Early Concert 


Has mandrel for 5" diameter records. Early version had all-enveloping 
lid and built in drawer. Most later versions had banner decal. 


EDISON OPERA PHONOGRAPH 


Mahogany Opera 


Had stationary reproducer and moving mandrel. Special wooden horn 
required. Comes in oak and mahogany. 


EDISON CLASS M 


http://www. intertique.com/EdisonPhonographModels.html 7/20/2007 
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ac —— 


ce dt SSE OO ROMER E25. 


Class 
Powered by wet cells. 


EDISON IDEALIA PHONOGRAPH 


Pes 


Edison Idealia 


Mahogany case with oxidized copper upperworks. 


Note: The most comprehensive identification guide to antique Edison 
Phonographs | have seen is The Edison Cylinder Phonograph 
Companion by George L. Frow (Stationary X-Press, 1994). Another 
Edison-centric work is the monumental From Tin Foil to Stereo, by 
Read and Welch. It was originally published in 1957, and reprinted by 
Bobbs-Merrill in 1977. Buy the original book or borrow it from your 
library; don't waste your money on the revised edition that was 
published a couple of years ago. 


NEXT: EDISON PHONOGRAPH REPAIR 
BACK: EDISON PHONOGRAPH BEGINNER'S GUIDE 


Copyright 2006 Lynn Bilton 
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The Travis Family 


Subject: 


John, 


It should be oak. Only a few custom orders were mahogany. I can probably 
sell you an original reproducer for around $125. Nobody has original 

gear covers. The gear cover isn't a functional part of the machine; if 

you want one I believe that reproductions are available for around $35. 
Model D machines used a mandrel bearing; this is swollen on about 98% of 
these machines so the machine may not work until you replace it. 


Lynn 
>I have an Edison Standard Model D but it is not maroon, it is oak. It is missing the reproducer and the cover 
for the gear box on the left side. Am just learning about it. It will be placed in our Southern Appalachian Radio 


Museum here in Asheville NC. Appreciate your assistance/guidance. John Travis 
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Antique Edison Phonographs - A Beginner's Guide 


Antique Edison Phonographs - A Beginner's Guide. 


(Outside horn machines) 


See also: Edison Records Explained 
See also: Antique Phonograph and Music Box Beginner's Guides 
See also: Edison Amberola Tutorial 


Copyright 2006 Lynn Bilton 


‘ve never met you, but I'm going to make 
n assumption about you which is most 
ikely accurate. I'm going to assume that 
, you don't know much about Edison 
‘ | phonographs. Maybe you're thinking 

. —! about a purchase, maybe you want some 
help in identifying a particular model, or 
maybe you inherited an old machine and want to get it going again. 


Cylinder phonograph nomenciature 


Phonograph was Mr. Edison's word. He invented the word, and it 
applies to a sound reproducing device manufactured by one of the 
successive companies under Edison's control. There's no such thing 
as an Edison Victrola; Victrola was a trademark of the Victor Talking 
Machine Company. Columbia Graphophone was a competing 
company to Edison; they made a similar product, but I'm not going to 
talk about them here, except in the general sense of shared acoustic 
principles. 


What | am going to talk about is what you are likely to find, and that is 
the mass-produced outside horn cylinder phonographs from the peak 
years of production, around 1898 to around 1913. There are many 
rare and valuable models of Edison phonographs, and many sites that 
will educate you about them, but you're not likely to find these 
machines, so | won't burden you with the details. Let's say I'm putting 
you on a need to know basis. You don't need to know how distinguish 
a Bergmann tinfoil machine from a Stroh, when most collectors will go 
a lifetime without ever acquiring a tinfoil machine. You need to know 
how to distinguish an Edison Standard from a Home model, or how to 
speed up a pokey machine. If you need to know more then check out 
some of the books | recommend later in this article. 


Edison invented the phonograph in 1877, but it really didn't make its 
way into American homes for at least twenty years. The earliest 
machines played a strip of tinfoil, and were regarded as little more 
than a curiosity while Edison busied himself with other tasks such as 
the electrification of New York City. In the mid 1880s two scientists, 
Chicester Bell and Sumner Tainter, approached Edison with a better 
record. Edison turned them down flat, much to his later regret as the 
Bell-Tainter patents became the cornerstone of his competitor the 
Graphophone Company. The race was on to perfect the phonograph. 


http://www. intertique.com/EdisonPhonographTutorial.html 
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Most machines of the 1880s and most of the 1890s were electrically 
powered, usually by cumbersome wet cells. This is because house 
current wasn't widely available, and a reliable spring motor hadn't 
been developed. Although some of these machines appeared in the 
home they were very expensive, and a more typical sight was a coin- 
operated machine in a penny arcade. The coin-ops proved to be good 
money-makers, much to the chagrin of Edison, who took a long time to 
warm to the idea of his invention being used for entertainment; he had 
thought that business provided a more noble purpose. Edison 
phonographs of this era played cylinder records made of various wax 
formulas; the records were quite faint and were best heard via 
listening tubes which resembled stethoscopes. 


In the late 1890s a few independent entrepreneurs such as Edward 
Amet had been manufacturing spring motor photographs, often fitting 
a motor of their design to an Edison upperworks. In the late 1890s 
Edison engineers adapted (some would say stole) these designs, and 
a series of spring-powered phonographs was introduced. The first was 
descriptively if unimaginativly called the Spring Motor Phonograph 
(1896) -- it evolved into a machine called the Triumph. The next was 
Known as the Home (late 1896), and then came the Standard (1898). 
The Standard sold for around $20 which, while a lot of money in 1898 
dollars, still made it affordable to the average household. The Gem, an 
economy machine which sold for $7.50, was birthed in 1899. 


These machines were rugged and reliable, and Edison, treated in the 
press like a demigod, had a loyal base of customers primarily in small 
towns and farming communities, which back then constituted the bulk 
of America. Millions of Edison phonographs were sold, and might have 
continued to sell forever, except for one flaw. The records didn't sound 
as good or as loud as the flat discs made by Victor and Columbia. The 
flat disc makers were a little tardier swinging into mass production 
than Edison, but by around 1902 or 1903 they had caught up. 
Although early discs were scratchy and of poor quality, as the discs 
were improved they became quite lifelike, and also were capable of a 
longer playing time, around three and a half minutes. Cylinders of this 
era played for two minutes. 


And so began the great search for volume. Various improvements in 
the composition of the wax record and the reproducer (soundbox) 
were attempted. An interim solution (around 1901) was to increase the 
size of the record so as to be able to increase the surface speed of the 
record; it was well recognized that an increased surface speed yielded 
more volume. These records were known as Concert records, and a 
special machine was required to play them, the Edison Concert 
Phonograph. The Concert records were themselves superceded 
around 1903 by the new gold molded records, which at last gave 
superior volume and clarity. 


Nonetheless 1903 was the peak year for cylinder production, and the 
disc machines afterwards began to outsell the Edison cylinders. 
Edison responded somewhat in 1908 by extending the playing time of 
his records to four minutes, going to 200 grooves/inch from 100 
grooves/inch. These black wax records were known as Amberols; they 
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were extremely brittle and suffered from poor compliance, that is, the 
stylus tended to break down the walls between the grooves. An 
adapter kit was sold to retrofit the old two minute machines to play the 
new records, and new models were offered with two and four minute 
gearing. Collectors refer to such machines as Combination models. 
Edison had adamantly opposed the use of celluloid, partly for patent 
reasons, but in 1912 he relented and introduced a four minute 
celluloid record in a brilliant blue color. These Blue Amberols were of 
excellent quality, but by this time the cylinder trade was becoming 
increasingly moribund. The last of the outside horn machines were 
cleared out around 1915, although an internal horn Edison 
phonograph known as the Amberola was manufactured as late as 
1919. 


All antique Edison phonographs played vertically cut records and were 
driven by a mechanical feed screw that advanced the carriage at a 
constant speed. These features were maintained during the life of the 
Edison phonograph partly for patent reasons, but there were some 
cogent reasons for them, at least early on. The stylus in a vertically cut 
record bobs up and down, as opposed to wiggling in the side of the 
groove. Because of this, and because Edison employed a jeweled 
stylus, Edison records are not as susceptible to wear as flat disc 
records; in fact, Edison advertised that his gold molded records could 
be played 200 times with no appreciable wear. Unfortunately the 
vertical cut cylinders tended to be less lifelike than the discs, with 
sounds such as sibillants disappearing into a phonographic never- 
never land. The mechanical feed compensated for some problems 
early on in the recording studio, but it also allowed another interesting 
feature: home recordings. 


You rarely run into home recordings, but here is how it worked. A 
brown wax record was placed on the mandrel. A cut was taken off the 
record with a shaver. The reproducer was removed and a special 
recording head was inserted into the carriage. A special recording 
horn was placed on the recording head. You shouted into the 
recording horn, and voila, you were as big a star as Billy Murray and 
Ada Jones. The shaving attachments were dropped from most models 
after the Model A machinery, but you could still purchase a separate 
Edison Shaving Machine. 


How do you distinguish a two minute machine from a combination 
machine? What you should keep in mind is that some method was 
needed to change the pitch of the feed. The Home model and the 
Triumph made use of a sun and planet gear on the mandrel shaft. The 
Standard and the Fireside had an extra gear in the upperworks gear 
train, engaged by a knurled rod. If you don't see these features on 
your example then odds are 999 out of 1000 that you've got a straight 
two minute machine, although some very, very late models played 
straight four minute. Your machine also requires a reproducer 
appropriate to its playing time; the model of the reproducer is usually 
stamped on its fish tail. The Model C reproducer was equipped with a 
two minute stylus. Model H and N reproducers came with a four 
minute stylus. Model K and O reproducers had a flip-flop arrangement, 
with both two and four minute styli. 
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‘ee 


Extra gearing on 2-4 Standard Sun and planet pulleys 


proces 


Pulley details, 2-4 Home 


Finally, what you need to know about horns. The conception that most 
of these machines came accompanied with horns decorated in hand- 
painted flowers is a myth perpetuated by the motion picture industry. 
Only one antique Edison phonograph, the Model D Standard, was 
ever equipped out of the factory with such a horn. Early machines 
came with listening tubes. Around 1901 the 14" brass and black horn 
became standard on many models, with larger horns optional at extra 
cost. 


Anything longer than a 14" horn needs to be supported by a crane. 
Floor cranes were used early on; later Edisons could be ordered with 
a self-supporting crane balanced by a foot that clipped under the front 
of the case. A flexible piece of rubber tubing always goes between the 
tip of a craned horn and the tip of the reproducer, so as to not shear 
the reproducer. 


In general, the historical progression was from conical horns to belled 
horns to petalled horns. Since many aftermarket companies 
manufactured horns and horn cranes it is often impossible, and 
inappropriate, to say what horn was originally sold with your machine. 
A small number of models did require special horns, at least in so far 
as present day collectors place a value upon them. I'll cue you into 
some of these exceptions in the next portion of this article. 


NEXT: ANTIQUE EDISON PHONOGRAPH MODELS 
LAST: ANTIQUE EDISON PHONOGRAPH REPAIR 
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_cyacey’s Antique Phonographs at Talking Machines.com 


INFO@ TALKING MACHINES.COM « (703) 998-6208 * ARLINGTON, VA 


Phonographs 
aS For Sale 
E H | To Be Restored 
DISON OME Sold in 2000-2005 
Ordering Info Memorabilia Needle Tins Books Directory 
Home » Sold » Edison Home Model D Email us! 
Edison Home Specifications: 
Sorry... the 1909 Edison Home sold on June 17, 2004. Just the same, below are some photos of our Item No.: 36693 
1909 Edison Home. The restoration of this phonograph was completed June 17, 2004. Sold: $2,825.°° 
Period: 1909 
Wood: oak 


The Edison Home Model D was manufactured by Edison's National 
Phonograph Co. from 1908 to 1911 and was originally priced at $40. This 
version of the Edison Home Model D comes with a No. 10 Edison Cygnet 


Hardware: Nickel Plated 
Reproducer: 2/4 Minute Model "O" 
Horn, a rare 2/4 minute Model "O" Reproducer, and an original Cygnet Horn Hom: Cygnet No. 10 Hom 

Motor: Single-Spring 

Dimensions: 1 117,"h; 169/,"w; 9"/,"d 


Contact us for more details! 


Crane. The motor bed plate even shows its original gold and blue pin 
striping. A detailed description and history of the Edison Home Model D is 
available on pages 105 to 107 of the current "Edison Cylinder Phonograph 
Companion" book (available for $39.95 + shipping/handling). 


This oak cylinder phonograph has been completely restored back to factory Edison Cylinder Phonograph 
condition using the same techniques as when the machine was new. Shellac Companion 


and vamish have been applied and hand rubbed between coats which A great companion book for the 
completely duplicates the original finish. Of course, the motor and reproducer have been rebuilt to insure phonograph collector. The "Edison 
countless hours of music and fun. Cylinder Phonograph Companion" 


book features the complete Edison 


Top of the page Cylinder Phonograph line. 


Click here to read more about this and other books! 


THE EDISON HOME MODEL D 


Click on any of the photos below to see a larger photo in a new window. 


Edison Home Edison Home Edison Home Edison Home 


Front Left View Front View Front Right View Front Right View 


Top of the page 


Edison Home Edison Home Edison Home 
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Right Back View Left View Right View 


Top of the page 


Edison Home Edison Home 


Front Left Case View Front Right Case View 
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Top of the page 


Edison Home Edison Home Edison Home 
Back Right Case View Bed Plate Top View Bed Plate Left View 


Top of the page 
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Edison Home Edison Home Edison Home Edison Home 
Case Left View Case Right View Bed Plate Left View Bed Plate Right View 
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Edison Home Edison Home 
Bed Plate Right View Bed Plate View 


Top of the page 


Edison Home Edison Home Edison Home Edison Home Edison Home 


Horn View Horn side View Horn Bell View Horn Elbow View Horn Elbow View 
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Edison Home Edison Home 


Cygnet Horn Decal View Horn Patent Decal View 
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Edison Home Edison Home 


"O" Reproducer and Bed Plate View Reproducer View 
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Edison Home Edison Home 


Reproducer - 2 Minute View Reproducer - 4 Minute View 
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Edison Home Edison Home 


Case Front View Case Back View 
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Edison Home Edison Home 
Case Left Side View Case Right Side View 
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Specifications are: 


® Sold for: $2,825.°° @ Case: Quartered Oak and measures @ Hardware: Nickel-plated 
@ Contact us for more details! 111/,"n; 16°/,"w; 91/,"d @ Reproducer: 2 Min. & 4 Min. Model "O" 
® Horn: Edison No. 10 Cygnet Horn ® Motor: Single-spring and has a New Main 
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Back to our Home Page 


Pages with Items for Sale 


Ea Phonograph Gallery 
™§ ~Phonograph Memorabilia 
i Phonograph Needle Tins 
I Phonograph Books 


i Phonograph Record Sets 


@ Crane: Original Cygnet Horn Crane 


Rose & Gracey's Antiques 


TalkingMachines.com Directory 


Information Pages 


i Phonographs "To Be Restored" 
™ Ordering and Shipping Information 
bi Sota Phonograph Gallery 

m4 About Rose & Gracey's 


1 Restoration Information 


lm Phonograph Horns, Parts and Supplies mB Frequently Asked Questions 


mS New Phonograph Collectibles 


Mailing Address: 
5806 1st Street S. 
Arlington, VA 22204 


Cr 
= You are here! 


Top of the Page 


Questions? Email us! 


Rose & Gracey's Antiques 
(703) 998-6208 
info@TalkingMachines.com 


www. TalkingMachines.com 


© 1996-2006 Rose & Gracey's Antiques. All Rights Reserved. 
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Edison:The History of the Edison Cylinder Phonograph Page 1 of 5 
The History of the Edison Cylinder Phonograph 


The phonograph was developed as a result of Thomas Edison's work on two other 
inventions, the telegraph and the telephone. In 1877, Edison was working ona 
machine that would transcribe telegraphic messages through indentations on paper 
tape, which could later be sent over the telegraph repeatedly. This development led 
Edison to speculate that a telephone message could also be recorded in a similar 
fashion. He experimented with a diaphragm which had an embossing point and was 
held against rapidly-moving paraffin paper. The speaking vibrations made ee 
indentations in the paper. Edison later changed the paper to a metal cylinder with tin |K-™=" ey 
foil wrapped around it. The machine had two diaphragm-and-needle units, one for a The New Edison 
recording, and one for playback. When one would speak into a mouthpiece, the y pea 
sound vibrations would be indented onto the cylinder by the recording needle in a ane Aeleweren | 
vertical (or hill and dale) groove pattern. Edison gave a sketch of the machine to his 
mechanic, John Kreusi, to build, which Kreusi supposedly did within 30 hours. 
Edison immediately tested the machine by speaking the nursery rhyme into the Phonograph 
mouthpiece, "Mary had a little lamb." To his amazement, the machine played his ratalon Ddvertisement: 


‘ "IT want a phonograph in 
words back to him. every home...". 


Although it was later stated that the date for this event was on August 12, 1877, some historians believe that it 
probably happened several months later, since Edison did not file for a patent until December 24, 1877. Also, 
the diary of one of Edison's aides, Charles Batchelor, seems to confirm that the phonograph was not constructed 
until December 4, and finished two days later. The patent on the phonograph was issued on February 19, 1878. 
The invention was highly original. The only other recorded evidence of such an invention was in a paper by 
French scientist Charles Cros, written on April 18, 1877. There were some differences, however, between the 
two men's ideas, and Cros's work remained only a theory, since he did not produce a working model of it. 


Edison took his new invention to the offices of Scientific American in New 
York City and showed it to staff there. As the December 22, 1877, issue 
reported, "Mr. Thomas A. Edison recently came into this office, placed a 
little machine on our desk, turned a crank, and the machine inquired as to 
our health, asked how we liked the phonograph, informed us that it was 
very well, and bid us a cordial good night." Interest was great, and the 
invention was reported in several New York newspapers, and later in other 
American newspapers and magazines. 


Original Edison Tin Foil The Edison Speaking Phonograph Company was established on January 24, 

Phonograph. Photo courtesy of U.S. 1878. to exploit the new machine by exhibiting it. Edison received $10,000 

fee ot ednteriox, for the manufacturing and sales rights and 20% of the profits. As a novelty, 

National Park Service, Edison ; ; 

National Historic Site the machine was an instant success, but was difficult to operate except by 
experts, and the tin foil would last for only a few playings. 


Ever practical and visionary, Edison offered the following possible future uses for the phonograph in North 
American Review in June 1878: 


Letter writing and all kinds of dictation without the aid of a stenographer. 

Phonographic books, which will speak to blind people without effort on their part. 

The teaching of elocution. 

Reproduction of music. 

The "Family Record"--a registry of sayings, reminiscences, etc., by members of a family in their own 


ao 
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voices, and of the last words of dying persons. 

Music-boxes and toys. 

Clocks that should announce in articulate speech the time for going home, going to meals, etc. 

The preservation of languages by exact reproduction of the manner of pronouncing. 

Educational purposes; such as preserving the explanantions made by a teacher, so that the pupil can refer 

to them at any moment, and spelling or other lessons placed upon the phonograph for convenience in 

committing to memory. 

10. Connection with the telephone, so as to make that instrument an auxiliary in the transmission of 
permanent and invaluable records, instead of being the recipient of momentary and fleeting 
communication. 


OND 


Eventually, the novelty of the invention wore off for the public, and Edison did no further work on the 
phonograph for a while, concentrating instead on inventing the incadescent light bulb. 


In the void left by Edison, others moved forward to improve the phonograph. In 1880, Alexander Graham Bell 
won the Volta Prize of $10,000 from the French government for his invention of the telephone. Bell used his 
winnings to set up a laboratory to further electrical and acoustical research, working with his cousin Chichester 
A. Bell, a chemical engineer, and Charles Sumner Tainter, a scientist and instrument maker. They made some 
improvements on Edison's invention, chiefly by using wax in the place of tin foil and a floating stylus instead of 
a rigid needle which would incise, rather than indent, the cylinder. A patent was awarded to C. Bell and Tainter 
on May 4, 1886. The machine was exhibited to the public as the graphophone. Bell and Tainter had 
representatives approach Edison to discuss a possible collaboration on the machine, but Edison refused and 
determined to improve the phonograph himself. At this point, he had succeeded in making the incandescent 
lamp and could now resume his work on the phonograph. His initial work, though, closely followed the 
improvements made by Bell and Tainter, especially in its use of wax cylinders, and was called the New 
Phonograph. 


The Edison Phonograph Company was formed on October 8, 1887, to market Edison's machine. He introduced 
the Improved Phonograph by May of 1888, shortly followed by the Perfected Phonograph. The first wax 
cylinders Edison used were white and made of ceresin, beeswax, and stearic wax. 


Businessman Jesse H. Lippincott assumed control of the phonograph 
companies by becoming sole licensee of the American Graphophone 
Company and by purchasing the Edison Phonograph Company from Edison. 
In an arrangement which eventually included most other phonograph 
makers as well, he formed the North American Phonograph Company on 
July 14, 1888. Lippincott saw the potential use of the phonograph only in 
the business field and leased the phonographs as office dictating machines 
to various member companies which each had its own sales territory. 
Unfortunately, this business did not prove to be very profitable, receiving 
significant opposition from stenographers. 


Meanwhile, the Edison Factory produced talking dolls in 1890 for the 

Edison Phonograph Toy Manufacturing Co. The dolls contained tiny wax Edison Home Phonograph 
cylinders. Edison's relationship with the company ended in March of 1891, 

and the dolls are very rare today. The Edison Phonograph Works also produced musical cylinders for coin-slot 
phonographs which some of the subsidiary companies had started to use. These proto-"jukeboxes" were a 
development which pointed to the future of phonographs as entertainment machines. 


In the fall of 1890, Lippincott fell ill and lost control of the North American Phonograph Co. to Edison, who 
was its principal creditor. Edison changed the policy of rentals to outright sales of the machines, but changed 
little else. 


Edison increased the entertainment offerings on his cylinders, which by 1892 were made of a wax known 
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among collectors today as "brown wax." Although called by this name, the Pindee could range in color from 
off-white to light tan to dark brown. An announcement at the beginning of the cylinder would typically indicate 
the title, artist, and company. 


In 1894, Edison declared bankruptcy for the North American Phonograph 
Company, a move that enabled him to buy back the rights to his invention. 
It took two years for the bankruptcy affairs to be settled before Edison could 
move ahead with marketing his invention. The Edison Spring Motor 
|| Phonograph appeared in 1895, even though technically Edison was not 

gee =<) st PHONOGRAPHIS OGRAPH js allowed to sell phonographs at this time because of the bankruptcy 
ae agreement. In January 1896, he started the National Phonograph Compan 
: ICE. p70 COMPLETE} which would manufacture phonographs for home eee tinned use. Within 
: three years, branches of the company were located in Europe. Under the 
aegis of the company, he announced the Spring Motor Phonograph in 1896, 
followed by the Edison Home Phonograph, and he began the commercial 
issue of cylinders under the new company's label. A year later, the Edison 
Standard Phonograph was manufactured, and then exhibited in the press in 
1898. This was the first phonograph to carry the Edison trademark design. 
Prices for the phonographs had significantly diminished from its early days 
of $150 (in 1891) down to $20 for the Standard model and $7.50 for a 
model known as the Gem, introduced in 1899. 


hr 
AT. PH CO., 

Ralldiag, Ereadway A fein S4,, Xow York. 
Edleom recerts S40 sents cash, $5.4 per dee. 


Advertisement for the Edison New ©tandard-sized cylinders, which tended to be 4.25" long and 2.1875" in 
Standard Phongraph, in Harper's, diameter, were 50 cents each and typically played at 120 r.p.m. A variety of 
September 1898. selections were featured on the cylinders, including marches, sentimental 
ballads, coon songs, hymns, comic monologues and descriptive specialities, 
which offered sound reenactments of events. 


The early cylinders had two significant problems. The first was the short length of the cylinders, only 2 minutes. 
This necessarily narrowed the field of what could be recorded. The second problem was that no mass method of 
duplicating cylinders existed. Most often, performers had to repeat their performances when recording in order 
to amass a quantity of cylinders. This was not only time-consuming, but costly. 


The Edison Concert Phonograph, which had a louder sound and a larger cylinder measuring 4.25" long and 5" 
in diameter, was introduced in 1899, retailing for $125 and the large cylinders for $4. The Concert Phonograph 
did not sell well, and prices for it and its cylinders were dramatically reduced. Their production ceased in 1912. 


A process for mass-producing duplicate wax cylinders was put into effect in 1901. 


The cylinders were molded, rather than engraved by a stylus, and a harder wax was F DISON 
used. The process was referred to as Gold Moulded, because of a gold vapor given <n DS 
off by gold electrodes used in the process. Sub-masters were created from the gold | RECOR 


master, and the cylinders were made from these molds. From a single mold, 120 to 
150 cylinders could be produced every day. The new wax used was black in color, 
and the cylinders were initially called New High Speed Hard Wax Moulded Records 
until the name was changed to Gold Moulded. By mid-1904, the savings in mass 
duplication was reflected in the price for cylinders which had been lowered to 35 
cents each. Beveled ends were made on the cylinders to accommodate titles. 


A new business phonograph was introduced in 1905. Similar to a standard 
phonograph, it had alterations to the reproducer and mandrel. The early machines 
were difficult to use, and their fragility made them prone to failure. Even though 
improvements were made to the machine over the years, they still cost more than 
the popular, inexpensive Dictaphones put out by Columbia. Electrical motors and controls were later added to 
the Edison business machine, which improved their performance. (Some Edison phonographs made before 1895 
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also had electric motors, until they were replaced by spring motors.) 
Catalog for Edison 


F J : : ; . cylinder records, 
At this point, the Edison business phonograph became a dictating system. Three scottinber 1911. 


machines were used: the executive dictating machine, the secretarial machine for 

transcribing, and a shaving machine used to recycle used cylinders. This system can be seen in the Edison 
advertising film, Ze Stenographer's Friend, filmed in 1910. An improved machine, the Ediphone, was 
introduced in 1916 and steadily grew in sales after World War I and into the 1920's. 


In terms of playing time, the 2-minute wax cylinder could not compete well 
against competitors' discs, which could offer up to four minutes. In response, the 
Amberol Record was presented in November 1908, which had finer grooves than 
the two-minute cylinders, and thus, could last as long as 4 minutes. The two- 
minute cylinders were then referred to in the future as Edison Two-Minute 
Records, and then later as Edison Standard Records. In 1909, a series of Grand 
Opera Amberols (a continuation of the two-minute Grand Opera Cylinders 
introduced in 1906) was put on the market to attract the higher-class clientele, 
but these did not prove successful. The Amberola I phonograph was introduced 
in 1909, a floor-model luxury machine with high-quality performance, and was 
supposed to compete with the Victrola and Grafonola. 


In 1910, the company was reorganized into Thomas A. Edison, Inc. Frank L. 
Dyer was initially president, then Edison served as president from December 
1912 until August 1926, when his son, Charles, became president, and Edison 
became chairman of the board. 


Columbia, one of Edison's chief competitors, abandoned the cylinder market in 
Catalog for Edison moulded = 1912. (Columbia had given up making its own cylinders in 1909, and until 1912 
Aad ps crds) March was only releasing cylinders which it had acquired from the Indestructible 
; Phonographic Record Co.) The United States Phonograph Co. ceased production 
of its U.S. Everlasting cylinders in 1913, leaving the cylinder market to Edison. 
The disc had steadily grown in popularity with the consumer, thanks especially to the popular roster of Victor 
artists on disc. Edison refused to give up the cylinder, introducing instead the Blue Amberol Record, an 
unbreakable cylinder with what was arguably the best available sound on a recording at the time. The finer 
sound of the cylinder was partly due to the fact that a cylinder had constant surface speed from beginning to end 
in contrast to the inner groove distortion that occurred on discs when the surface speed slowed down. Partisans 
of Edison also argued that the vertical cut in the groove produced a superior sound to the lateral cut of Victor 
and other disc competitors. Cylinders, though, had truly peaked by this time, and even the superior sound of the 
Blue Amberols could not persuade the larger public to buy cylinders. Edison conceded to this reality in 1913 
when he announced the manufacture of the Edison Disc Phonograph. The Edison Company did not desert its 
faithful cylinder customers, however, and continued to make Blue Amberol cylinders until the demise of the 
company in 1929, although most from 1915 on were dubbed from the Diamond Discs. 


Information for this section was culled from the following sources: 


Gelatt, Roland. The Fabulous Phonograph: From Tin Foil to High Fidelity. Philadelphia: J. B. Lippincott 
Company, 1955. 


Koenigsberg, Allen. Edison Cylinder Records, 1889-1912. New York: Stellar Productions, 1969. 


Marco, Guy A., ed. Encyclopedia of Recorded Sound in the United States. New York: Garland Publishing, Inc., 
1993. 


Millard, Andre. America on Record: A History of Recorded Sound. Cambridge University Press, 1995. 
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Edison:The History of the Edison Cylinder Phonograph Page 5 of 5 


Read, Oliver, and Walter L. Welch. From Tin Foil to Stereo: Evolution of the Phonograph. Indianapolis: 
Howard W. Sams & Co., Inc., 1959. 


Edison Sound Recordings | Edison Home Page 
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FBuytNow $249.97 $14.25 Apr-20 08:01 


EDISON DIAMOND DISC C-19 OAK 78 PHONOGRAPH No Reserve! 


5 $248.50 Pickup only Apr-27 21:08 


+) EDISON STANDARD 4 CLIP MODEL "A" PHONOGRAPH(Reserve Not Met) 


ee 
a —- 


———— x — 


hea 
=. 5 $237.50 $28.25 


« EDISON PHONOGRAPH ORIGINAL FRONT MOUNT CRANE, 1903, NICE 


Apr-24 19:30 


0 $229.97 $14.00 Apr-25 19:05 


SCARCE EARLY EDISON PHONOGRAPH BRASS HORN GORGEOUS! 
EXC ORIGINAL CONDITION FOR EDISON HOME SPRING STANDARD 


13 $228.50 $10.00 Apr-18 19:15 
EDISON PHONOGRAPH DIAMOND B REPRODUCER , PLAYS GREAT 


0 $219.99 $4.95 Apr-29 18:20 


Original EDISON Heavy Duty Phonograph Crane 


11 $212.50 Not specified Apr-24 15:50 


EDISON PHONOGRAPH 25" RED MORNING GLORY MEGA HORN , NR 


4 $206.49 $27.50 Apr-29 18:10 
EDISON PHONOGRAPH DIAMOND B REPRODUCER , very nice 
1 $199.99 $4.95 Apr-22 14:42 


DISON PHONOGRAPH TRIUMPH BOTTOM AND BED PLATE FRAME 


0 $199.97 $24.25 Apr-25 18:30 


COLUMBIA, Victor, Edison, UPRIGHT PHONOGRAPH NICE LQQK! 


dio, Phonograph, TV, Phone, Postcards Paper ite... 
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& Sell one like this 
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@ Sell one like this 


a View similar active items 
& Sell one like this 


@ View similar active items 
@ Sell one like this 
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m View similar active items 
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0 $199.00 Not specified Apr-29 18:58 


Old Phonograph Edison Only parts !! m View similar active items 
@ Sell one like this 


0 $199.00 Not specified Apr-19 04:08 


pee sae 9 $8.95 Apr 250710 ura 


Large lot 65 Edison Phonograph Music Cylinders 


EDISON PHONOGRAPH CYGNET CRANE BARS , ORIGINAL AND NICE = View similar active items 


@ View similar active items 
Sell one like this 


8 $182.50 Notspecified  Apr-27 12:00 
EDISON PHONOGRAPH DIAMOND C REPRODUCER ,AMBEROLA 30,50+ = View similar active items 


m Sell one like this 


5 $175.49 $4.25 Apr-30 16:29 
Thomas Edison Phonograph = View similar active items 
6 $170.17 $48.20 Pie 46 
EDISON PHONOGRAPH DIAMOND C REPRODUCER ,AMBEROLA 30,50+ = View similar active items 
@ Sell one like this 
0 $169.97 $4.25 Apr-22 18:11 
EDISON STANDARD 2 CLIP MODEL "A" PHONOGRAPH CASE ONLY # View similar active items 
; ® Sell one like this 
f 0 $169.97 $14.25 Apr-24 22:17 
ORIGINAL EDISON PHONOGRAPH MODEL B 2min REPRODUCER(Reserve View similar active items 
Not Met) ® Sell one like this 
EARLY SIDE LEVER, NO NOTCH ON TOP, SERIAL #12624 
9 $168.49 $4.25 Apr-24 18:25 
Early EDISON 1890 Phonograph Recorder ® View similar active items 
# Seil one like this 
7 $168.25 Not specified Apr-26 15:15 
EDISON PHONOGRAPH DIAMOND C REPRODUCER ,AMBEROLA 30,+++ @ View similar active items 
8 Sell one like this 
ms FBuytNow = =$164.97 $4.25 Apr-24 08:01 
IBLEY edison phonograph reproducer & arm UNUSED ® View similar active items 
@ Sell one like this 
13 $156.49 Not specified Apr-22 10:52 
, Edison Home Phonograph Antique Broken Repair Parts & View similar active items 
8 $154.01 $22.15 Apr-23 13:33 ® SelLone like this 
Rare Edison A 200 Diamond Disc Phonograph!(Reserve Not Met) ® View similar active items 
@ Sell one like this 
6 $153.50 Not specified Apr-30 17:41 
Edison phonograph case only oak original ® View similar active items 
& Sell one like this 
3 $152.50 $15.00 Apr-19 10:49 
(Reserve Not Met) = Sell one like this 
NO HOLES IN TAIL WEIGHT, DEALER STAMP ON TAIL WEIGHT 
13 $151.25 $4.25 Apr-24 17:21 
Rare EDISON A100 disc phonograph diamond disc & View similar active items 
® Sell one like this 
0 $150.00 $40.00 Apr-18 18:13 
Pewter Figurine Edison Phonograph Looking For The Band & View similar active items 
& Sell one like this 
0 $150.00 See description Apr-26 18:30 
EDISON PHONOGRAPH DIAMOND C REPRODUCER AMBEROLA 30,+++ = View similar active items 
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= Sell one like this 


0 $149.97 $4.25 Apr-16 18:05 
Antique Build Edison Phonograph Player Kit Lionel Toy = View similar active items 
@ Sell one like this 
10 $148.50 Notspecified | Apr-20 13:07 
ORIGINAL EDISON PHONOGRAPH MODEL H 4min REPRODCUER = View similar active items 


REBUILT, NEW STYLUS ,PLAYS LOUD AND CLEAR b call cae like this 


=BuytNow $144.97 $4.25 Apr-19 18:54 
Phonograph horn for Victor, Columbia, Edison, & others = View similar active items 
@ Sell one like this 
7 $141.07 $12.29 Apr-28 10:36 
WORKING ANTIQUE THOMAS EDISON AMBEROLA 30 PHONOGRAPH & View similar active items 
m Sell one like this 
14 $140.50 $27.50 Apr-22 16:54 
EDISON A100 disc phonograph diamond disc player = View similar active items 
m@ Sell one like this 
1 $140.00 $40.00 Apr-25 18:55 
ORIGINAL EDISON PHONOGRAPH MODEL H 4min REPRODCUER a View similar active items 
@ Sell one like this 
0 $139.97 $4.25 Apr-26 19:36 
EDISON STANDARD PHONOGRAPH COMPLETE MOTOR , RUNS GREAT @ View similar active items 
@ Sell one like this 
=buytNow $137.97 $8.25 Apr-23 00:28 
Page 1 of 4 Go to page 
= Previous 1| 2 | 3 | 4 Next> ‘co 


Legend: Prices of items that sold are green and bold, those that currently did not sell are red (including reserve not met auctions) 


Get more results in other eBay areas 


a See all items including those available from non-English speaking countries/regions. 


Tools: My eBay Favorites | WantlitNow | Gs Learn more about RSS feeds | eBay Marketplace Research 


* Items that are listed in a currency other than U.S. dollars display the converted amount in italicized text. Converted amounts 
shown are estimates based on Bloomberg's conversion rates. If you need to get recent exchange rates, please use the Universal 
Currency Converter 


Note: Bid counts and amounts may be slightly out of date. See each listing for international eBay official time 12:34:55 PD™ 
shipping options and costs. 


This page was last updated: May-01 12:34 


Top 10 Antiquarian Books get it 


1. 1st Editions 6. Art & Photography 
2. Literature 7. Illustrated 


3. Children's 8. Vintage Paperbacks 


4, Religion & Spirituality 9. Military & War 
5. History 10. Cooking Food Wine 


>> Antiquarian Buying Guides 
>> See More Books 


About eBay | Announcements | Security Center | Policies | Site Map | Help 


Copyright © 1995-2007 eBay Inc. All Rights Reserved. Designated trademarks and brands are the property of their respective owners. Use of this 
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